A broad range of sources including liturgical manuscripts, diplomas, letters, miniatures, seals, and coins have demonstrated that the indirect communication of Carolingian authority between 751 and 877 was visibly affected by the "horizons of expectations" of diverse social and regional audiences. In the latter case, the expectations of people living in places as different as the Frankish hinterland or former Roman Italy were shaped by regional sociopolitical habitus-that is, by various predisposed assumptions, expectations, and beliefs about interactions between the ruler and subjects, their corresponding rights, duties, and obligations, and basic principles of royal legitimation. Those habitus, together with more rationalized discourses available via written sources, formed the traditions that shaped patterns of political behavior, thus defi ning the playing fi eld within which the Carolingians effectively communicated their authority. Some of those political traditions had lasted for centuries; others originated from concurrent social and political changes. This semiotic diversity has been analyzed in the preceding chapters by looking at the use of different titles, graphic signs, visual images, and liturgical formulas to describe royal and imperial authority in the Carolingian realm. This concluding chapter not only summarizes the evidence provided by these non-narrative sources-with focus on those political traditions and corresponding semiotic codes that are most important for understanding both a Carolingian polity and the gradual transformation of the symbolic language of authority-but also contrasts it with relevant Carolingian written discourse and modern debates on Carolingian politics.
chapter six
(a) Rex Francorum: Frankish tradition continued
The Frankish tradition may be seen in the symbolic language of authority throughout the analyzed period, but its infl uence was especially strong in the second half of the eighth century. The code "rex Francorum" that communicated this tradition of royal authority as connected to the Frankish gens can be traced back to the Merovingian period.
1 As Helmut Reimitz suggests, its intensive use in Frankish narrative discourse started as early as the late seventh century.
2 The development of this tradition correlated with the decreasing authority of Merovingian kings and the concurrent increasing power of Frankish nobles; the symbolic language of late Merovingian coins and diplomas attests to this change. This correlation highlights the fact that the category "Franci," in the narrative and diplomatic discourses of the eighth century most frequently referred to the Frankish aristocracy. Thus, in practice, the stress on the gens Francorum-the imagined political community of the Franks-as the main source of legitimation for rulership in Gaul pointed to a political consensus between Frankish aristocrats and the rising Carolingians. Resources and Artefacts, ed. Richard Corradini, Max Diesenberger, and Helmut Reimitz, TRW, no. 12 (Leiden: Brill, 2003) , 229-68, especially at 240 -3 and 259-61.
